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PUSHKIN - HA RRIMAN UNDERSTANDING RE LAOS 


On September 12, 1961, Pushkin told Harriman that the 
Soviets trul) 7 desired a neutral independent Laos on the 
model of Finland, and he specifically suggested that the 
"Soviets could and would control North Viet Nam and continue 
support Souvanna against possible Pathet Lao political or 
military aggression." His idea was that "Soviets to police 
Communist bloc to assure adherence agreement, whereas 


critish should police non-Communists. He was particularly 
suspicious of Thailand and South Viet Nam." (Rome's 882,- 
September 13, 1961). 

On October 9 Harriman reminded Pushkin of this statement 

y 

and asked how he intended to formalize the understanding. 
Pushkin objected to a bilateral written agreement between 
the Co-Chairmen, but expressed readiness to add a sentence 
to the article on Co-Chairmen n which would give them 
responsibility for seeing to observation of obligations 
by thirteen, signatory states.” 

On October 13 Pushkin handed MacDonald a redraft of 
the Co-Chairman article which contained new language reading, 
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"The Co-Chairmen will exercise continuous supervision over 
the fulfillment, of this Agreement and v?ill when appropriate 
consult with the members of the conference." The Western 
Powers ultimately accepted this proposal with a slight 
revision in text. Thus, the Harriman-Pushkin agreement 
is reflected in the third paragraph of Article 8 of the 
Protocol to the Declaration on the Neutrality of Laos 
which reads as follows: "The Co-Chairmen shall exercise 
supervision over the observance of this Protocol and 
the Declaration on the Neutrality of Laos." 
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